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a champion of political liberty and of Protestant
doctrine. He had among his friends men eminent for
godliness, earnest students of the Bible, which they
regarded as the charter of human freedom and divine
nobility, and constantly examining themselves as
to whether their conduct as free-born citizens be-
fitted the actions of sons of God.
Trained in the faith of the Friends of the People,
Thomas Morrison never swerved from the political
testimony of his youth, and in the popular agitation
which resulted in the passing of the Reform Bill of
1832 he was known and appreciated in the city as
tca pillar steadfast in the storm/* In his zeal as a
public-spirited citizen, keenly concerned for the
overthrow of class rule and legislation, he started
a paper entitled The 'Precursory of which, however,
only three numbers were published; and as a political
associate of William Cobbett who, when member
of Parliment for Oldham, visited Dunfermline in
1832 and addressed a meeting in the May gate Hall,
he was the author of a letter entitled Heddekasbun
and Handicafion ["Head-ication versus Hand-
ication"] which was published in the Register in
1833. Political claims and conduct were for him the
practical expression of his religious faith, whose
intensity caused him to secede even from the Se~
ceders and seek soul-conformity in the Baptist Com-
munion, just as other able and like-minded asso-
ciates of his day endeavoured to find freedom from
ecclesiastical or any form of priestly domination in
a Congregationalism which they thought afforded
fuller scope for the play of democratic principle
and practice. In the absence of a settled minister for
the small local Baptist Church, Thomas Morrison
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